A panic has lately seized the public mind in reference to the employment of chloroform, because in rapid succession several deaths have occurred which appeared fairly attributable to this agent. If 
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of chloroform is the quantity which must be received into the circula- We should also imagine that were this system generally carried out, although there would be no danger from paralysis of the heart, the danger from asphyxia would still be liable to interfere with the uniform and absolute success of the agent. Dr. Snow has found that the direct application of the vapour of chloroform to the heart arrests its action y the suddenness of the fatal issue in most of the persons who have died from the effects of chloroform, the sudden pallor which spreads over the patient, the arrest of the pulse commonly even before respiration has come to a complete standstill, the frequent presence of fatty degeneration of the muscular tissue in the heart, lead to the conclusion that arrest of the heart's action is the cause of death. It is fair to infer that in that case it is due to an overcharge of the vapour in the blood carried back from the lungs to the left side of the organ. But it is impossible to study the cases brought together by Dr. Snow, without arriving at the conclusion, that if death ensues in the majority of cases by paralysis of the heart, spasm of the glottis, asphyxia, and coma,* though less frequently, come in for their share in the causation of the fatal issue. It behoves the cliloroformist to bear in mind that each of the organs in which the thread of life may be cut deserves watching, but that the greatest danger, the cessation of the heart's action, may prove irretrievable, if at the first outset, as well as during the later stages of inhalation, the blood conveyed to the heart is charged beyond a certain point with the narcotizing vapour.
In concluding this brief notice of Dr. Snow's labours, we would once again urge upon the profession at large the importance of studying carefully the results obtained by our laborious and lamented fellowworker. We shall be glad to find that his mantle has fallen upon some earnest inquirer, whose claims upon our attention shall be based upon a higher merit than the only one of having administered chloroform, or having seen it administered, in so many thousand cases. We may not, for the sake of science or humanity, allow the great achievement of modern medicine to slip from our grasp because some flaws are yet perceived in its structure. Whether by local applications, or "by bringing the whole system under a Lethean influence, we succeed in diminishing bodily suffering, we must seek to obtain perfect control over our agent : but we can no more revert to the times when surgical manipulation and the infliction of pain were synonymous. Yet a little more perseverance and a little more patient research, and we may hope to secure anaesthesia without even the com-* We may refer the reader for further information on the cause of death from chloroform to the experiments of Dr. Faure (Archives Generates de Medecine, Juin, Juillet, -Aout., Sept., Oct., 1858); and of Dr. Chapman (Med. Times and Gazette, Oct. 30, 185S).
paratively trifling dangers which still surround its production when properly given. But whenever, in the history of medicine, the subject shall be touched upon, the name of Dr. Snow will stand out prominently, and will receive reverential mention. To use the words which we remember to have heard some ten years ago in the Harveian oration delivered in the College of Physicians by Dr. Wilson, he will ever remain " Nix per cethera notus."
